
2 
 

(B) Advent 2              December 6, 2020 
 
PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING OF THE SECOND ADVENT CANDLE       Robert & Chris Munson 

O God, you seek for us far greater good than we can imagine for ourselves.  So often we seek our 
own good without regard for the good of the whole world.  Yet your desire is for good for your 
whole creation.  In this Advent season, turn us from our own ways to your way, so that we can 
be part of that new beginning you intend for all of creation. 
 
Let us worship God! 

 
Interlude (Instrumental - #106)  
 

THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 
Loving God, you come to change our lives, yet we confess we are not prepared for those changes.  
Our spirits have been dulled by commercialism, overwhelmed by pressures, and discouraged by 
so many expectations.  We want the joy of Christmas, but we’re not sure how that happens.  
Forgive our lack of attention and help us to make the changes we need to make.  Come to the 
desert places of our lives, for we need so much your presence and touch.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In the grace and love of God, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Response to Forgiveness (Instrumental - #87) 
 
THE PEACE 

As those who have been forgiven, let us forgive our brothers and sisters. 
The peace of Christ be with  you.  And also with you. 

 
MINUTE FOR STEWARDSHIP  Annual Campaign   Robert Munson 
 
MINUTE FOR MISSION   The Joy Offering   Chris Jeffrey 
 
PRAYER FOR THE DAY 

Dear God, at the beginning of the busiest and noisiest time of the year, we come to this place to 
seek your presence and to listen for the word you have for us.  Silence in us now any voice but 
your own.  Open to us the new possibilities created by this time in our lives.  Speak to us of love 
and forgiveness, fresh starts and new hope, through Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON    Isaiah 40:1-11 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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SPECIAL MUSIC   Good King Wenceslas  Joe & Sheila Markley  
 
SECOND LESSON    Mark 1:1-8  
 
SERMON 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

Jesus, the long expected Savior, 
 came into the world as a child. 
He lived as a Jew among Jews. 
He announced to his people 
 the coming of God’s kingdom of justice 
 and peace on earth. 
 
We affirm that Jesus was born of woman, 
 as is every child, 
 yet born of God’s power 
 as was no other child. 
 
Jesus’ involvement in the human condition 
 is God’s involvement. 
His compassion for all kinds of people 
 is God’s compassion. 
His demand for justice, truth, and faithfulness 
 is God’s demand. 
His willingness to suffer rejection 
 is God’s willingness. 
Jesus’ love for the very people who reject him 
 is God’s love.  Amen.   

    from A Declaration of Faith 
     (P.C.U.S. – 1977) 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER  
 

Interlude (Instrumental - #88) 
 

INVITATION TO OFFERING      Psalm 85:12–13 
Gifts/pledges may be sent to First Presbyterian Church by mail or through the “Giving” link on our website: 
https://www.fpcjc.com/giving 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION 
 
POSTLUDE 
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