
 

SERMON 
 
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE and THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 

Interlude (Instrumental - #88) 

 
INVITATION TO OFFERING    

Gifts/pledges may be sent to First Presbyterian Church by mail or through the “Giving” 
link on our website: https://www.fpcjc.com/giving 

 
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
 
CHARGE AND BENEDICTION     

 
POSTLUDE 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 
 

We strive to be a loving family of faith nurturing the spiritual growth of one another 
as we serve, worship, and reach out in celebration of Christ's Love.  
 

(A) Advent 1                      November 29, 2020 
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PRELUDE 
 
WELCOME 
 
LIGHTING OF THE FIRST ADVENT CANDLE 

O God, you are calling us to yourself even in the midst of our own lives.  You 
call us to turn to you with our fears and our anxieties, for you have promised to 
be with us and guide us.  Let us heed your call this Advent season, and seek you 
with all our heart, soul and mind, preparing ourselves for the coming Christ. 
 
Let us worship God! 

 
Interlude (Instrumental - #83)  

 
THE PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Merciful God, we confess that we become distracted, even weary, in our 
discipleship.  We keep busy schedules; we rush about.  Captivated by 
technology, seduced by the lure of consumer goods, we do not remain alert to 
your divine presence in our lives, in the church, in the world.  Make us better 
doorkeepers of our lives, watching for you attentively.  Awaken us to your 
surprising power and glory and peace, so we do not miss how near you are to 
our very own gates.  Be gracious toward us, we pray, until we are gathered, from 
the ends of earth to the ends of heaven, into your embrace.  We pray in the name 
of Christ, who was, and is, and is to come.  Amen. 
 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS    
Leader: Friends, believe the good news of the gospel. 
People: In the grace and love of God, we are forgiven.  Thanks be to God. 

 
Response to Forgiveness (Instrumental - #87) 
 
THE PEACE 

The peace of Christ be with you.  And also with you. 

 
 
 
 

AN ADVENT LITANY      --- Adapted from Psalm 80 

Pastor:   Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel, you who led Joseph like a flock! 
  Shine forth upon your people! 
         You who sit on the throne, encircled by cherubim, 
  stir up your might, and come, come to save us! 
People:   [Sing] O come, O come, Emmanuel, And ransom captive Israel, 
  That mourns in lowly exile here, Until the Son of God appear.  
  (chorus) Rejoice! Rejoice!  Emmanuel, Shall come to thee, O Israel. 
Pastor:   How long, O Lord, how long will you be angry 
  with the prayers of your people? 
         We feed on the bread of tears; we drink in the sorrows of the world. 
  Restore us, O God; let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
People:   [Sing] O come, thou Dayspring, come and cheer, 
  Our spirits by thine advent here; 
   Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,  
  And death’s dark shadows put to flight. (chorus) 
Pastor:   Restore us, O God. Our neighbors look with scorn; 
  our enemies laugh among themselves.  
         Let your hand be upon the one at your right hand, 
  the one whom you made strong for yourself. 
         We will never turn back from you; 
  give us life, and we will call on your name. 
         Restore us, O Lord God ... 
  Let your face shine, that we may be saved. 
People:   [Sing] O come, Desire of nations, bind, 
  All peoples in one heart and mind; Bid thou our sad divisions cease, 
   Fill the whole world with heaven’s peace. (chorus) 

 
FIRST LESSON                         Mark 13:24-37 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

 
SPECIAL MUSIC                         The Wexford Carol
                Rick Munson 
 
SECOND LESSON                 1 Corinthians 1:3-9 
 



 

CHURCH ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 

Church services are streamed on our Facebook page First Presbyterian Church, 

Junction City Sunday morning at 10:45 am.  We will also post a link after the service is 

done for you to watch on other venues should you not have Facebook.   

  

If you have information you would like in the bulletin please let the church office know 

by Wednesday morning before the Sunday you would like it included.  You may call 

238-1191 or email your info to office.fpcjc@gmail.com. 

 

If you have information you would like in the January newsletter please let the church office 

know by Friday, December 18th.  You may also email your information to 

office.fpcjc@gmail.com. 

 

We would like to thank all those who are helping make our service possible each 

week.  Pastor Tim Maguffee, Amanda Rolfs, Joe and Sheila Markley and our 

organists, Anne Otte and Matthew Meals.   

 

Thank you to Rick Munson for providing our Special Music this morning.   
 
Bible studies- Seeking Sisters meet on the last Thursday of the month at 6:30 pm via 
zoom.  Noon bible study meets Wednesdays at 12:30 pm via zoom.   
 
Christmas is coming!  Poinsettias are available for purchase for $10 a plant.  Forms can 
be found in the bulletin and in the narthex on the table. 

 
When inclement weather is forecast there are three ways you can find out if the church 
worship service has been cancelled: WIBW (website or T.V.), our First Presbyterian 
Church-Junction City Facebook page, and - if we have your email address - email from 
the church.  
 

NEW IN THE LIBRARY—In the library window, you will find two copies of the book 
Pastor Tim recommended for our Advent devotions.  It’s called “Faithful Families for 
Advent and Christmas” by Traci Smith, subtitled “100 Ways to Make the Season 
Sacred.”  If you want to borrow it, put your name on the card in the back of the book, 
and leave the card on the library table. 

 
 
 

We encourage you to pray for these friends – send them a note, call or visit them.  
Addresses and phone numbers can be obtained from the church office.  Send your 
prayer requests, concerns and updates to office.fpcjc@gmail.com 

 

 
• Our members and friends who are living in nursing home, 

assisted living or are partially or fully "home-bound” 

• Lisa Nabus & family 

• The Workman family 

• Our Teachers, Staff and Students  

https://www.facebook.com/groups/151184354962583/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
https://www.facebook.com/groups/151184354962583/?epa=SEARCH_BOX
mailto:office.fpcjc@gmail.com
mailto:office.fpcjc@gmail.com
mailto:office.fpcjc@gmail.com


 

 
The church office will begin taking orders for Poinsettias 

 to be used in the sanctuary during the Christmas season. 
 

Cost is $10.00 each (which includes tax). 
 

If you would like to purchase a Poinsettia, please complete the form below and 
return it to the church office by Sunday, December 6th. 

Checks should be made out to: First Presbyterian Church and noted “Poinsettias” 
 

Poinsettias will be in the sanctuary on Sunday December 20th for the 10:45 
service, and for the Christmas Eve service, Thursday, December 24th. 

 

Memorials and other expressions will be printed in the bulletin 

 on Sunday, December 20th. 
 

Please pick up your Poinsettia following worship service Christmas Eve. 

Any Poinsettias not picked up will be distributed as the church deems best. 
 
 Name: ________________________________________________ 

 
 Number of Poinsettia(s) ordering: __________________________ 

 
 Bulletin Inscription: (name(s) Given in memory of or in honor of) 
 

 In Memory of __________________________________________ 
  

 __________________________________________________________ 

 

 In Honor of ____________________________________________ 

                              

__________________________________________________________ 


