
THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION  
 

COMMUNION ANTHEM              In the Bleak Midwinter by Darke 
 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (see insert) 
 

GO IN GOD’S NAME 
 

*HYMN OF COMMITMENT #133         O Come, All Ye Faithful
          (verses 1-2,4) 

*BENEDICTION AND BLESSING 
 

THE SERVICE OF LIGHTS 
As “Silent Night” is sung, the light of Christ will be passed to each 

worshipper down the row. Please keep your candle lit and upright, 
touching the tip to the next person’s unlit one.  After the carol is sung, 

the prologue to John’s gospel will be read, and we will sing the first verse 

of “Joy to the World” to welcome Christmas into the world before we 
extinguish our candles.  As you leave, please place your extinguished 

candle in the basket. 
 

*HYMN #122                          Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

SCRIPTURE LESSON            John 1:1-5 
 

*HYMN #134             Joy to the World 
                  (verse 1) 

 
POSTLUDE            Go Tell It On the Mountain, setting J. Behnke 

 
Under the guidance of Margaret Kilpatrick, the following children have 

worked really hard on the candle lighting tonight:  Kal-El Barber, 

Cameron Ferris, Brock Nabus, Case Proietti, Tyler Proietti, Braxton 
Stroda. 

 
*People stand as they are able. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 



FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

We strive to be a loving family of faith nurturing the spiritual growth of 
one another as we serve, worship, and reach out in celebration of Christ's Love. 

 

(A) Christmas Eve                December 24, 2019 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 
 

PRELUDE  
   Music by J.S.Bach, Jason Krug, Jack W. Jones, and Richard Purvis 

 
GATHER IN GOD’S NAME 

 
CANDLE LIGHTING PROCESSIONAL 

 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

CHORAL INTROIT  
 

LIGHTING OF THE CHRIST CANDLE  
Almighty God, we praise you for bringing us again to the 

celebration of Christmas.  We thank you for the prophet’s word, 
the angel’s song, for the birth of Bethlehem.  We thank you that 

in Jesus you joined us, sharing human hurts and pleasures.  In 
the stillness of this night enter our lives anew, O God, so that 

we may know your goodness and greet you with perfect love. 
 

Joy to the world, our Lord has come! 
 

Let us worship God! 

 
*OPENING HYMN #134                        Joy to the World 

 
PROCLAIM GOD’S WORD 

 
*OPENING PRAYER (unison) 

God of grace and wonder, on this night, we, like the shepherds, 
are amazed.  We hear again the message of the angels 

proclaiming peace on earth, and we recall the ageless story of a 
baby born in a manger, and we know beyond any doubt that you 

love us more than we can ever know.  May Christ’s Spirit of peace 
be upon everyone, everywhere.  Amen. 

 
FIRST LESSON             Isaiah 9:6-7 

Leader: The Word of the Lord 
People: Thanks be to God. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON          Luke 2:1-14 

 
HYMN #123 (Please remain seated)   It Came Upon a Midnight Clear

          (verses 1 & 5) 
A CHRISTMAS LITANTY (see insert)  

 

CHORAL ANTHEM      Shepherd’s Pipe Carol by Rutter 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE MEDITATION 
 

RESPOND TO GOD’S WORD 
 

*HYMN #119 (Please remain seated)      Hark! The Herald Angels Sing  
 

RECEIVING THE JOY OFFERING 
 

OFFERTORY ANTHEM           Silent Night
        Christmas Ringers  

*DOXOLOGY (Hymn #143, verse 4) 
All creation, join in praising God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

evermore your voices raising to the eternal Three in One: 

come and worship, come and worship, 
worship Christ, the new born King! 

 
*PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 
*HYMN #121             O Little Town of Bethlehem

             (verses 1-2) 



A CHRISTMAS LITANTY (responsive)  
Leader: The Day is here. 

People: and we made it to Bethlehem! 
 

Leader: The time has come for kneeling 
People: and we’ve seen the Child! 

 
Leader: There is singing in the stable 

and we want desperately to hold on to it… 
People: To hold on to the Star and the angels 

and the Spirit of Love. 
How do we hold on to the Christmas spirit? 

Why can’t every day be Christmas? 
 

Leader: The world mutters “Be realistic,” 

and sometimes we church people mutter too. 
People: On our way back from Bethlehem 

sometimes we forget 
what we’ve been warned about in a dream: 

to return another way. 
 

Leader: Once we’ve seen the Child, 
we’re left holding hearts 

wherein angels dance and stars sing! 
People: Once we’ve been to Bethlehem, 

Every day is Christmas! 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

*AFFIRMATION OF FAITH (responsive) 
God sent the promised Deliverer to his people. 

Jesus, the long expected Savior, 
came into the world as a child, 

descended from David, 
conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of Mary, a virgin. 
He lived as a Jew among Jews. 

He announced to his people 
the coming of God’s kingdom of justice 

and peace on earth. 
 

We affirm that Jesus was born of woman, 
as is every child, 

yet born of God’s power 

as was no other child. 
 

In the person and work of Jesus, 
God and human life 

are united but not confused, 
distinguished but not separated. 

 
The coming of Jesus was itself 

the coming of God’s promised rule. 
 

Through his birth, life, death, and resurrection, 
Jesus brings about the relationship 

between God and humanity 
that God always intended. 

   From A Declaration of Faith 

     (P.C.U.S.A.) 
   


